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 DIPLOMA IN TEACHING ENGLISH  TO SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES (Delta)


Please complete the following tasks carefully, as candidates are selected  for the interview on the basis of  successful completion of these tasks. Please submit the hand-written originals and keep a copy for yourself, as you will be asked questions about the tasks if you are selected for the interview.
1. Written assignment

A. Think of a group of learners you are currently working with or have worked with. Identify some of their main learning difficulties  in one of the following areas:

· Phonology (specify which area: individual sounds, connected speech, intonation, word stress, sentence stress)

· Listening

· Reading

· Writing

· Language (specify one area: grammar or lexis)

B. Outline how you tried to deal with these problems in the classroom. Give specific examples of materials and activities you have used to help this group of students to improve in the area specified.

 (750 words approx.)

2. Lesson plan
Please send us a lesson plan of a recent lesson you have taught. The lesson plan can be either for a monolingual or multilingual group at any student level. The lesson should be 60-90 mins long and you should include:
· Group profile (level, context, age, L1 mix of learners, their motivation and preferably learning styles) 

· The main and subsidiary aims of the lesson

· Lesson stages and stage aims

· Detailed procedure to enable us to visualise your lesson

· Copies of the materials used

· Evaluation of how the lesson went and a description of what you believe are your ownstrengths and weaknesses.

3. Language awareness

A. Look at the verbs underlined in the following incorrect sentences. In each, a) identify and correct the error, say what could have caused it, b) name the correct tense and  describe its meaning. The first one has been done for you.
Example: I read a book at the moment.

a). Present Simple is used instead of the Present Continuous. Correct: I’m reading a book at the moment. The error could have been caused by L1 interference.

b). Present Continuous is used here to describe an action happening now or around the moment of speaking.

1. A: The phone is ringing!   B: OK, I’m going to answer it.

a).

b).

c).

2. How are you? I didn’t see you for ages.

a). 

b).

c). 

3. I’m not usually going to school on Saturdays.

a).

b).

c).

4. She’s been to Paris last year.

a).

b).

c).

5. He walked in the park when it started raining.

a).

b).

c).

5. In my childhood I would love eating ice-cream.

a).

b).

c).

B. Look at the following student errors and decide what the problem is and what possible reasons for it are. The first one has been done for you.
Example: Have you any brothers?
a). The problem is with form – the student confuses verb forms “have” and “have got” and how to form questions with them. Both forms can be used, but the first one requires an auxiliary verb “do/does” while the second one will be “have you got”.

b) The reason is either L1 interference (absence of auxiliaries) or it might be a fossilized error.

1. They put in us for a night.

2. He usually gives me good advices.

3. What a wonderful weather!
4. He behaves like an elephant in a China shop.

5. She said me I could come any time I wanted.

C. Look at the following sentences and decide how you would convey the meaning of the underlined words to a group of Intermediate students and how you would check their comprehension. 
1. I used to church regularly.
2. She had her hair dyed. 
3. He should have bought a map. 
4. We don’t get on well, but we have to put up with each other.

5. I didn’t know whether he was coming or going.

6. She makes do with very little money.
7. The life is hectic here.

D. Describe the difference in meaning between these sentences. The first one has been done for you.
Example: 

A. I like going to the movies. – means “I like it in general, it’s my habit”.
B.I’d like to go to the movies. – means “I want to do it on a specific occasion, e.g. now. I’d like =  I want”

1.  A. If they offer you the job, will you take it?

 B.If they offered you the job, would you take it?

2. A. I have cleaned the room.

B.I have had my room cleaned.

3. A. I saw him swim across the river.

B.I saw him swimming across the river.
             4.  A. I’m getting used to driving on the left.

B. I’m used to driving on the left.

5. A. I must learn English.

     B.I have to learn English.
E. Mark the stressed syllables in the following words.
Monument, advertisement,  hotel,   application, ice-cream, acrimony, research (n), photographic, 

architecture, ambiguous

F. Complete the sentences with a word or phrase and mark the emphatic or contrastive stress. The first one has been done for you.

Example: Why don’t you take Jack to the party instead of …………………………………..?

Possible answer: instead of Jeremy?

1. Why don’t you take Jeremy to the party instead of …………………………………..?
2. I know why he has stolen the money, but ……………………………………………?

3. I said it was insignificant, not …………………………………………………………?
4. I saw him go into the shop, but ……………………………………………………….?
5. How was the concert?  Well, the Bach was good, but ………………………………..?
G. This part should be submitted before the interview. Be ready to discuss the following questions during the interview.

1. What do you consider to be your main strengths as a teacher?

2. What do you consider to be your main weaknesses?

3. How can you help yourself to improve these weaker areas? Think of at least two practical ways.

4. To what extent do you agree with the following statements:
· The main focus in teaching and learning English should be on mastering its grammar.

· All student errors should be corrected.

· Pair and group work has more disadvantages than advantages for students.
· You have to know your students’ mother tongue in order to help them master English.
